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Question??

WHAT IS YOUR PRIMARY GOAL IN ATTENDING THIS WORKSHOP?
• Learn new Foundation search techniques

• Learn new foundation search resources

• Learn how to evaluate and narrow down a list of potential foundation 
funders

• Other (if so, feel free to chat this out as well)
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The Research Process 
• Be clear about Your nonprofit’s charge and identify grant 

funding needs.

• Research potential funders.

• Evaluate them and narrow your list.

• Summarize and report relevant information in a 
foundation profile or other document to make the case 
for pursuing a grant application. 
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Considerations Before Starting 
Foundation Research

How new is your nonprofit? 
May need  to  provide  nonprofit  status and multiple  years of 990 tax returns and other financial paperwork.

Is a potential foundation aligned with your nonprofit’s mission and initiatives?
Fit if your nonprofit works to protect the environment and foundation is for an oil or coal company? 

Is a potential foundation aligned with your nonprofit’s impact areas?
Fit  if  foundation funds mainly art organizations and your nonprofit provides human services?
 
What types of grants are you looking for? 
Program/Project, Capacity Capital, Operational

Are the foundation’s grants large enough to justify the time applying?
What is your nonprofit’s minimal grant amount needed?
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Primary Ways to Search for Foundations

*Include foundation/grant maker/990PF or other criterion to specify these 
funders in your searches. 

Keyword – term or phrase
Ex. arts, “arts education”

Cause Areas – NTEE (national taxonomy of exempt entities) Codes - 30 in 
number, for  tax exempt organization’s purpose
Ex. arts, culture, and humanities/educational institutions, etc. 

Finding funders for similar/related nonprofits (organizations either known to 
nonprofit or researched)
Ex. Search on nonprofit name/look for nonprofit name in results.

5



Other Ways to Search for Foundations

• Limit by foundation location

• Limit by where grants given

• Limit by time frame

• Limit by populations served

• Limit by revenues or other financial measures

• Limit by types of grants awarded
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Evaluating Foundations – 
Examining 990PF Form 

Contact Information  (Page 1 and Application Guidelines BELOW)

Financials  (Parts I – Revenues and Expenses, II – Balance Sheets, and III – Net 
Assets)

Listing of Board Members (Part VII) – Name, Title, Salary (if any)

Application Guidelines (Part XIV – Sections 1 and 2) - Unsolicited Grant Applications 
– Yes/No, Contact Information (can include email address), Form, Deadlines, 
Restrictions/Limitations 

Actual Grants (Part XIV – Section 3) – Recipient Name and Location, Purpose, 
Amount
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Examining 990PF Form – 
Contact Information 8



Examining 990PF Form - Revenues 9



Examining 990PF Form - Expenses 10



Examining 990PF Form – 
Balance Sheets 11



Examining 990PF Form – 
Balance Sheets 12



Examining 990PF Form – 
Listing of Board Members 13



Examining 990PF Form – 
Grant Application Guidelines 14



Examining 990PF Form – 
Grant Application Guidelines 15



Examining 990PF Form – 
Actual Grants 16



Other Places to Look for Foundation Information
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• Foundation website

• Articles (Web and subscription databases) and Social Media 
postings about foundation and its board/staff 

 



Putting It All Together
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Evaluating a Foundation for Fit
• Looking for funding trends

• Looking for financial trends

• Looking at application criteria vs. actual funding

• How to overcome a foundation not accepting unsolicited applications

Profile – Suggested Elements 



Putting It All Together
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Looking for Funding Trends
• Increasing or decreasing OVERALL – Last  3-5 years

• Large enough to  SIMILAR/RELATED NONPROFITS to  consider 
applying AND increasing, level, or decreasing– Last 3-5 Years 

• Type (imply sometimes from description) of grant



Putting It All Together
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Looking for Financial Trends
• Revenues (Total) – Up or down last 3-5 years

• Expenses (Total) – Up or down last 3-5 years

• Net Assets – Up or down last 3-5 years 



Putting It All Together
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Looking at application criteria vs. actual funding – 
• Don’t always agree – Types of nonprofits/location/etc.

• Application criteria can also differ between 990PF and 
Website – If unsure, inquire.



Putting It All Together
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How to overcome a foundation not accepting unsolicited 
applications 

• Can you contact the foundation to make it aware of your 
nonprofit? 

• Can you still send an LOI?
• Do you have staff/ board members who know Foundation’s 

staff/board? 



Putting It All Together
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Foundation Profile – Suggested Elements
• Contact Information
• Board/Staff Listing with Titles and Locations (If known)
• Application Requirements and Deadlines 
• Financials History
• Grant Funding History
• Miscellaneous (if helpful) 



THANK YOU!!
QUESTIONS? 
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